REPULSE   OF   THE   ZAMORIN S   FORCES.

The enemy having placed their cannon opposi
Portuguese ships, endeavoured to  oblige them tt
their station at the ford.    Pacheco made, at first, 110
to their attack, but after awhile he drew his vessels net
to the shore and commenced a vigorous attack upon ti*
enemy with all his guns, which were pointed with so much
judgment that he soon obliged them to seek shelter in
some neighbouring woods.    Naubea Darim now advanced
with his troops, and made an attempt to force the passage
of the ford, but was held in check by the  fire of the
Portuguese guns.    The Zamorin came up to his support
with the rest of his army, and a most persistent effort was
made to cross;  the Zamorin personally encouraging his
men until a shot from one of the Portuguese vessels killed
two officers by his side.    He then retired a little, but the
men were urged forward by their officers with the points
of their swords.    Upon entering the ford, however, they
came upon the pointed stakes, which wounded them in
their feet and caused many to fall down.

When the advanced party of the enemy were thus
thrown into confusion, the men in front being unable to
advance on account of the stakes, or to retire by reason of
those in the rear pressing upon them, the Portuguese
poured in ceaseless broadsides from their vessels, and so
held them in check until the tide began again to flow, and
the ford became impassable by reason of the depth of water.
The Zamorin again had a narrow escape for his life, and
at last withdrew his forces. This engagement lasted from
break of day until nine o'clock, and it is alleged the
Zamorin lost here more men and ships than in any pre-
vious encounter with the Portuguese; whilst of the latter,
although many were wounded, not one of them was
killed.

As soon as the enemy had retired, the King of Cochin
came to congratulate Pacheco upon his success. The
latter at once gave orders for suitable refreshments to be
provided for his men after their recent exertions, and then